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POSITIONS 
 

since 04/2018 Qualification professorship for Wildlife-/Zoo-Animal Biology and 

Systematics at the faculty of Biological Sciences, Goethe University 

Frankfurt; in Cooperation with the Zoo Frankfurt 

03/2015−03/2018 Post-doctoral researcher at the Vrije Universiteit Brussel, Amphibian 

Evolution Lab, Brussels, Belgium (maternity leave from 05/2017-07/2017) 

01/2014−01/2015 Post-doctoral researcher at the East Carolina University, Kyle-Summers-lab, 

Greenville, NC, USA 

     

EDUCATION  
 

11/2009 − 12/2013 Dissertation at Trier University, Department of Biogeography, Stefan Lötters 

Lab, Trier, Germany; in cooperation with the Department of Effect-Directed 

Analysis, Helmholtz Centre for Environmental Research, Leipzig, Germany 

 Thesis title: “Chemical communication in the reproductive behaviour of 

Neotropical poison frogs (Dendrobatidae)”  

08/2006 – 09/2007 Academic exchange at the University Agraria La Molina, Lima, Peru 

09/2003 – 05/2009                          Studies of biology at the Philipps-University Marburg, Germany 

                                                        Diploma-thesis title: „Untersuchungen zum Brutpflegeverhalten an drei  

                                                        Ranitomeya-Arten im Regenwald von Nordost Peru 

1994 – 2003                                    Education at the Gymnasium Laurentianum in Arnsberg (NRW) 

 

 

OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 
 

Editorial boards:  Biotropica (since 2018), Elaphe (2009-2011) 

Peer reviewer:  Animal Behaviour, Acta Ethologica, Amphibia-Reptilia, Animal Biology, 

Animal Cognition, Aquatic Ecology, Behavioural Ecology and Sociobiology, 

Biological Journal of the Linnean Society, Biotropica, Bonn Zoological 

Bulletin, Chemical Signals in Vertebrates, Evolutionary Ecology, 

Herpetological Journal, Herpetology Notes, International Journal of Tropical 

Biology and Conservation, International Zoo Yearbook, Journal of Applied 

Ecology, Molecular Ecology, PeerJ, PlosOne, Proceedings of the Royal 

Society B, Salamandra, The Science of Nature (Naturwissenschaften), 

Zoologischer Anzeiger 

Grant reviewer: Review board member for the Wilhelm-Peters-Fonds of the German 

Herpetological Society (DGHT), since 2015 

Membership: German Herpetological Society (DGHT) 

 

 

 



 

 

FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS 
 

2015-2018  Research Fellowship of the German Science Foundation (DFG) 

2014  Dissertation Award of the “Freundeskreises Trierer Universität e.V.” 

2014 IGZ-Publication prize of Trier University 

2014 Travel award of the Mary-Kingsley-Fonds, Trier University 

2010-2013 Dissertation stipend of the German Academic Scholarship Foundation 

2011 Wilhelm-Peters-Fonds of the German Herpetological Society (DGHT) 

2009 Diploma-thesis award with the “Chimaira-Wissenschaftspreis” 

2008 Scholarship for short-term study visits for theses projects (DAAD) 

 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 

Goethe University Frankfurt Diversity of organisms: Animals (lecture, course): upcoming in summer 2019 

Goethe University Frankfurt Zoo- & Wild Animal Biology (lecture, seminar, course): since summer 2018 

Vrije Universiteit Brussels Animal Behaviour (lecture): spring 2018 

Trier University   Animal Physiology (lecture): winter 2013/14  

Thesis committee: Master thesis of Marco Tegelaar, Vrije Universeit Brussel (2015) 

Master thesis of Jonas Bergmans, Vrije Universeit Brussel (2016) 

Bachelor thesis of Lynn Pallemaerts, Vrije Universeit Brussel (2016) 

PhD thesis of Pier Cacciali Sosa, Goethe Universität Frankfurt (2018) 

 

CONFERENCES 
 

09/2018 Jahrestagung der Deutschen Gesellschaft für Herpetologie und Terrarienkunde (DGHT),  

Magdeburg, Germany  –  talk 

08/2017 Chemical Signals in Vertebrates (XIV), Cardiff, UK  –  talk 

09/2016 Jahrestagung der Deutschen Gesellschaft für Herpetologie und Terrarienkunde (DGHT), 

Oldenburg, Germany  –  talk 

07/2016 8th European Conference on Behavioural Biology (ECBB), Vienna, Austria –  poster and 

symposium organization 

12/2014 4th Congreso Colombiano de Zoología & 5th  Congreso Latinoamericano de Herpetologia, 

Cartagena, Columbia –  2 talks (spanish) and symposium organization 

07/2014 International Society for Chemical Ecology (ISCE) & Chemical Signals in Vertebrates (XIII), 

Urbana-Champaign, USA  –  talk 

08/2013 17th European Congress of Herpetology (SEH), Veszprém, Hungary  –  talk 

08/2012 7th World Congress of Herpetology, Vancouver, Canada  –  talk and symposium organization 

09/2011 104th Conference of the DZG (German Zoological Society), Saarbrücken, Germany   –  talk 

09/2011 16th European Congress of Herpetology (SEH), Luxembourg   –  talk 

08/2011 Chemical Signals in Vertebrates (XII), Berlin, Germany  –  talk 

05/2010 Jahrestreffen des Arbeitskreises Biogeographie im Verband der Geographen an Deutschen 

Hochschulen (VDGH), Trier, Germany –  poster and member of the organisational team 

09/2009 Deutsche Gesellschaft für Herpetologie und Terrarienkunde (DGHT) – Deutscher 

Herpetologentag, Karlsruhe, Germany   –  talk 

06/2009 Symposium: Amphibien in der Krise, Probleme und Lösungsansätze, Zoo Frankfurt, Germany 

05/2009 6th International tropical zoology symposium, Bonn, Germany  –  poster  

08/2008  6th World Congress of Herpetology, Manaus, Brazil 

 

LANGUAGES 
 

German: native speaker; English: fluent; Spanish: fluent 


